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Since improving students ‘vocabulary is one of the main tasks of mother tongue lessons, it is 
important to introduce them to different dictionaries and develop students’ skills in using 
these dictionaries. Dictionaries are an important resource in improving students’ spelling 
literacy and vocabulary, as well as being their mainstay and mentor. 


In order to develop vocabulary skills, students need to do this first. And that requires a 
teacher to cultivate that need. Because students don't go to dictionaries unless they need to. 
The need to know the meaning, meaning, opposite meaning, or consonant of a word creates a 
need. The phenomena of semantics, opposite meanings, polysemy, and paronymy, which give 
rise to this need, give rise to different types of words according to their relation of form and 
meaning. 


Words are divided into four types according to their form and meaning: 
1. Homonyms are figurative words 

2. Synonyms are synonyms 

3. Antonyms are words with opposite meanings 

4. Paronyms. 


We all know that synonyms are words that are different in pronunciation and spelling, but 
express a common concept, in other words, a common meaning. Working on them is very 
important. The more synonyms there are in a speaker's dictionary, the more expressive his 
speech and language will be. 


Uzbek is a language rich in synonyms. Proof of this is the fact that the "Explanatory 
Dictionary of Uzbek Synonyms" gives 11 synonyms for a hundred words and 15 synonyms 
for a good word. 


There is no theoretical knowledge of synonyms in the native language classes in the primary 
grades. On the contrary, the concept of synonyms is formed in practice, that is, in the process 
of performing exercises. This encourages students to think logically about the fact that one 
word has another form of the same meaning, and thus to enrich their vocabulary. 
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Elementary begins with synonyms in Grade 1: Students are taught to find synonyms for a 
given word, to explain how to say it differently, and in Grades 2 and 3 to find and say 2-3 
synonyms for a given word. 


According to the manuals, the following exercises on synonyms are taught in primary school: 
1. Group the given synonyms. 

2. Choose a synonym for a given word. 

3. Copy the text, replacing the omitted synonyms. 

4. Copy the text, replacing the synonyms. 

Create and practice didactic material using a series of synonyms. 


This means that the task of finding synonyms when working on a dictionary will increase 
students’ vocabulary. Similar assignments are common in grades 3-4 textbooks. The 
assignments in these classes differ from the assignments for students in grades 1-2 in that 
they are more complex and thought-provoking. We know that elementary school textbooks 
are based on the principle of simple to complex, simple to difficult. To prove our point, let's 
analyze some of the exercises in the native language textbooks for grades 3-4. 


According to Exercise 202 given in the Grade 3 Mother Tongue textbook, students are 
required to find words that mean the following words and place them in a list of nouns, 
adjectives, numbers, and verbs based on a table: 


Beautiful, talkative, cheerful, running, big, sky 


To complete the task, students use a word question to find out which word group they belong 
to, and then find words that mean something to them. 


Noun Quality verb 
Who? , How?, What did he do? , 
What? how are you what are you doing 
The sky is the sky, the blue, the sky, the |Cheerful - happy, joyful. | He spoke. 
space. Big - huge. He is running. 


In Exercise 364 in the Grade 4 Mother Tongue textbook, students are given the following 
pictures and words to use. "Hello, Navruz!" The task of writing an essay on: 


Words to use: tradition, national 
costume, folk festival, sumalak 


Students replace the words "tradition" and "dress" with their synonyms. Then they write an 
essay on the topic. 


Assalom, Navro z! 


Bugun 2l-mart Navroʻz bayrami. Bu bayramni nishonlash bizning milliy urf-odatimiz 
hisoblanadi. Navro ‘zda xalq sayylari o'tkaziladi. Buvijon va onajonlarimiz qozonlarda 
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sumalaklar pishiradilar. Biz bolalar milliy kiyimlarimiz: atlas, adras liboslar, do ‘ppilar kiyib 
o yin-kulgu qilamiz. Navro ‘z — ajoyib bayram! 
Hello, Navruz! 


Today is March 21, Navruz holiday. Celebrating this holiday is our national tradition. 
People's festivals are held on Navruz. Our grandmothers and mothers cook sumalak in pots. 
We have fun in our children's national costumes: satin, adras, doppi. Navruz is a wonderful 
holiday! 


Elementary students are also introduced to antonyms in practice, but are not given any 
theoretical knowledge. 


Words that have opposite meanings are antonyms. Antonyms are very common in adjectives 
The following special exercises are done on antonyms in elementary school: 


1. Choose an antonym for the given words 
2. Use words with opposite meanings 
Find an antonym for a given sentence. 


Exercise 284 in a Grade 3 Mother Tongue textbook is a type of speech exercise involving 
words with opposite meanings. The task given in the exercise is as follows: 


Read. Find and write words that contradict adjectives. Make up 2 sentences using the given 
words. 


The following words are given in the exercise: sweet, cheap, clean, white, long, tall. 


Students are first asked to find words that have opposite meanings. Each word is written side 
by side with a hyphen and its opposite partner. For example: sweet-bitter, cheap-expensive, 
clean-dirty, black-and-white, long-short, high-low. 


When the words are written, they are used to form sentences. Assignments like these are very 
important in enriching students' vocabulary and developing their connected speech skills. 
Students will be asked to: 


1. Shirin soʻzli inson achchiq so‘zlovchi insondan ancha yaxshiroqdir. 
2. Pistaning narxi arzon, lekin shokolad qimmat sotiladi. 

3. Toza havo iflos havodan koʻra foydaliroq hisoblanadi. 

4. Biz oq qogʻozga qora qalam bilan rasm chizdik. 

5. Anvar uzun terak haqida qisqa hikoya oʻqidi. 

6. Past boʻyli Ra’noxon baland bo‘yli Salimning singlisi ekan 

1) A person with sweet words is much better than a person with bitter words. 
2) Pistachios are cheap, but chocolate is expensive. 

3) Fresh air is more beneficial than dirty air. 

4) We drew on a white piece of paper with a black pencil. 

5) Anwar read a short story about a long poplar. 

6) The short Ranakhan is the sister of the tallSalim 
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Students will be searched during the exercise. They practice connecting words to each other 
in order to form a sentence. Such exercises play a special role in helping primary school 
students to speak fluently and clearly and to choose the right word. 


R. Ikromova, H. Gulomova, Sh. The following exercise from the 4th grade native language 
textbook, authored by Yuldasheva and D. Shodmonkulova, is one of the exercises to find an 
antonym for a given sentence. 


Exercise 268 Read the proverbs and explain their meaning. Copy and paste to identify 
conflicting adjectives. 


The right person is ashamed of a crooked word. 
Don't say a lot of useless words; don't stop saying a lot of useful words. 
Do not lie about the truth, and do not lie about the language that can tell the truth. 


In this exercise, students focus on the meaning of each word. If they act on the form of words 
that are not meaningful, they will not find words that have opposite meanings. So the 
opposite words in the exercise are: straight-crooked, useless-useful, and true-false. 


In conclusion, enriching students' vocabulary with meaningful, formal, contradictory, and 
paronymic words will help them express themselves clearly, fluently, and expressively. 
Exploring the types of words according to their syllables and meanings ensures that students 
vocabulary is rich and weighty, and develops students’ logical thinking, oral and written 
discourse. Students will be able to express themselves freely and fluently, develop the skills 
and abilities to use words correctly, know synonyms, antonyms, homonyms and paronyms 
and be effective in their place. It is especially important that they know how to use it. 
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